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Preached at 
l 2 in 72 


October the 20th. 


upon the Occaſion of the DEATH of the 8 
: truly pious 1 Reverend 5 


£ 2 Davies, D. D. 5 
Late RECTOR of the 
ſaid Pariſh; 


Wo departed this Life, October 4. 1717. 855 
in the Eighty ſecond Year of his Age. 


A a en oy 
y RicHarp Warp, A. M. Rector ot 
Belton in Lincoluſbire. 2 


ee ſhall be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 


L ON D O N, 


vrinted and Sold by J. Downing, in Bartholomew- — S 
6 Cloſe, near Weſ- Smithfield, 1718. hos 
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D A. 420. ad ates 


T O 


All chat knew and valued that learn? 
ed, excellent Perſon, 


Dr. Jobn Davies, 
The chief Subject of the 


Enſuing Diſcourſe: 
More eſpecially to the 


Inhabitants Of HEYD ON, 


AND 


Little CHISHIL; 


This ſmall Account of his great Worth 
Is, with all due ReſpeRs, 
DEDICATED 
BY 


Their moſt humble Servant, 
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HE B. XIII. 7. The laſt Words 


Whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the Eud of 
\- .- their, Converſation. 1, , 


The Whole is thus. 


Remember them which bave the Rule over 
you ; who have ſpoken unto you the 
Word of God: Whoſe Paith follow, con- 
ſidering the End of their Converſation. 


HE Change which hath lately 
Happen'd in this Place, and the 
Character of him that is deceasꝰ'd 
in it, are too conſiderable not to 
have ſome particular Notice taken of 'em. 
Nor, in one Senſe, can any Perſon eaſily 
be fitter to do it than my ſelf, however 
defective in another; who both To well 
knew him, and receiv'd ſo great Obliga- - 
tions from him ; which yet ſhall not byaſs 
B me 
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(2) 
me in doing more than Juſtice to his Per- 
ſan and Memory. VOOR. 

The Words that I have pitch'd upon 
for my preſent Diſcourſe, are not unſuit- 
able, I hope, to the Occaſion of it: Which 
yet I ſhafl not, as to themſelves, largely 
treat of; but rather glancing only at their 
Senſe and Scope, manage chiefly my Diſ- 
courſe with a Relation unto him, who is 
like to be the greateſt Subject of it. 

That the Words relate unto the Paſtors 
and Governours of the Church, and to 
thoſe 1 that were departed from 
them, is both plain in it ſelf, and acknow- 
ledg'd by all. They are the fame that are 
ſpoken of, ver. 17. Obey them that have 
the Rule over. you, the ſpiritual Rule over 
you; and ſubmit your ſelves: for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt 


give Account: Namely, how they have diſ- 


charged their Truſts towards you; and what 
Benefit or Proficiency you have vectived under 
'em: that they may do it with Joy, and 
not with Grief, for that is unprofitable for 
vou: melancholy unto them; and of all 
Things the moſt unhappy unto your ſelves. 
True indeed it is, as hath been already 
intimated, by the Rulers here mention'd, we 
are to underſtand chiefly the ſuperiour Offi- 
cers,the Biſhops and Governours of the Church 
of God: but the ſubordinate Officers and 
Paſtors of it, will alſo come in by way 4 
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SSH 
juſt Proportion, for their Share or Meaſure 
in the Exhortation: And thus the whole 
will be applicable, in a due Degree, both 


on your Side and his, to the late pious, and 


very Reverend Miniſter of this Place. 
I will touch accordingly upon the Words, 


Firſt, As they related unto the Times in 


which they were written; And ſhall then 
ſpeak of them by way of Application unto 
him, who is the Subject of my preſent 


Diſcourſc. 


Firſt, faith the Apoſtle, Remember 
them -which have, or have had lately, the 
Rule over you; who have ſpoken unto 
you the Word of God: Remember them ; 
that is, call them diligently to your Mind, 
for your Uſe and Benefit, remember all 
their pious Labours and Inſtructions a- 
mongſt you; all the juſt Care and Pains 
which they took in both the feeding and 
ruling the Churches they were ſet over: 
Remember earneſtly their Faith, their 
Zeal, and their Love; their Conftancy, 
and their Sufferings; nay, the Martyr- 
doms they were gloriouſly crown'd with; 
the excellent Gifts which God in any Re- 
ſpects had endued them with; and their 
Exerciſe of them; their faithful Diſcharge 
of all their either governing, or miniſterial 
Offices: the Advantages. you have to 
anſwer for in their Works, and Labour of 
Love amongſt you; the Benefits whic 
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(4) _ 
you receiv*d, or at leaſt ought; to have 
received by them; their Doctrine, Man- 
ners, Teaching, Diſcipline, ſincere both 
Exhortations and Admonitions amongſt 
you; and whatever, in a Word, was 
Praiſe-worthy, or exemplary in them: 
Remember them, I ſay, with Honour and 
Reſpect ; with Edification, and with Imi- 
tation; how they have preach'd, rul'd, 
adminiſtred the Holy Sacraments, laid on 


Hands, bound, loos'd, and performed all 


Chriſtian Duties and Offices amongſt you: 

And 'tis then added, Whoſe Faith 
follow, conſidering the End of their Con- 
wverſation. he Meaning is, whoſe Faith, 
and all the Conſequences of it, follow ; their 
firm Faith in God, and the Life to come; 
their firm Faith in Chriſt, with all the 
glorious Fruits and Promiſes of the 7 9 5 
the Rewards more particularly of all ſuch 


as, through the greateſt Dangers, Tempta- 


tions, or Difficulties, ſhall adhere to it; 
and with an unwearied Principle, both of 


Conſtancy and Obedience, ſhall perſeyere 


in it unto the Ead : Which brings us to 


the laſt Words of the whole; Conſidering 


the End of their Converſation; the Nature 
and the Cloſe, the Tendency and the Up- 
ſhot. of their Converſation; their entire 


| Courſe, or Converſation in the World; 


how full of Hope and Affiance, how full 
of Peace and of Piety, how full of the 
8 1 Fxpedia- 
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Expectation of Glory and Immortality it 


was in tlie Sight of you their People. 


And thus far I have diſcourſed on theſe 


Words, as they were ſpoken by the Apoſtle, 
or originally delivered unto the Hebrews ; 
when, beſides the Practice of Virtue and 
Obedience, which 1s the Glory of Man, 
more than ordinary Afflictions lay upon 
them from without; and we cannot but 


ſee the Excellency and Propriety of them. 


1 ſhall now come, Secondly, to apply them 
to your ſelves; and to that excellent Perſon, 
your late faithful and learned Paſtor in this 
Pariſb; who, in a ſubordinate Senſe, had 


the ſpiritual Charge and Raule over you ; 


and whom TI would heartily exhort you to 


remember with Reſpect; with Honour to 


his Perſon, and with Edification unto your 
ſelves; to follow truly his Faith, conſidering 
the End of his Converſation : the Tendenc 

and Deſign, the Beginning and the Bad, 
of both his Life and Doctrine, his Conver- 


ſation, and his Miniſtry amongſt you. 


And here, in order to the ſetting him 


more clearly before your Eyes, I ſhall 


touch upon ſome Things that -relate to 
him, from the very Beginning of his Time 


in this World. | 


Dr. John Davies was born at Chilton in 
Berkſhire; in the Houſe of the Reyerend 
Dr. Lawrence, his Mother's Father, and 
ſome time Greek-Profeſſor in the Univerflty 

| of 


of Oxford: but was ſoon remov'd from 
thence to Plimouth in Devonſhire. His Fa- 
ther was a Phyſician , of much Note in © 
thoſe Parts; to ſuch a Degree, that when ; 
he determin'd, at the Reſtoration, (being a 
great Royaliſt) to remove to Losdon, the 
Gentlemen of that Country, tho? without 
"Succeſs, offer'd freely to make amongſt © 
themſelves a large and honourable Sub- 
ſcription, yearly to be paid, to detain him 
in it. He died generouſly in the Time of 
the great Plague in that City; having re- 
ſolved with himſelf not to leave that Place 
in its Adverſity, which he ſerved and 
liv*d by in its Proſperity. . 
His eldeſt Son John, he fent to Baliol 
College in Oxford ; where, even in his 
younger Time, he was extremely religious, 
being deeply and paſſionately concern'd 
touching the great Duties and Poctrines 
of the Goſpel ; the Favour of God, and his 
own eternal Salvation. I have heard him 
give repeated and extraordinary Relations 
of his Seriouſneſs and Devotion, his Anxi- 
-ouſneſs and Experiences as to theſe Matters. 
After having taken his Degree in Ox- 
ford, being deſign'd for Phyſick, he was 
ſent by his Father into France; where he 
ſtaid two Vears, for his Benefit and Pro- 
= ficiency in thoſe Studies: but returning 
| into England, and having in a little Time 
j the Happineſs to ſee the glorious Change 
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of Things, in the Year 1660, he ſoon 
laid aGde the Thoughts of Phyſick ; and, as 
he was always inclin'd, reſolv'd, with God's 
Grace, to take upon him the Profeſhon of 
Divinity. | 

Waving ſome good and advantageous 
Offers that were otherwiſe made him, 
his firſt Appearance, as to the Service of 
the Church, was in the Biſhoprick of Dar- 
ham; to which Place he went with his 
honourable Friend the late Dr. Granvill, 
(who had ſoon great Preferments beſtow'd 
upon him, and at length the Deanery) 
to be an Aſſiſtant there, and Companion 
to him: In which Parts he quickly became 
noted for his excellent Underſtanding, 
Preaching, and Piety ; his Zeal, Charity, 
Gravity, and exemplary Converſation; 
of which I could give more particular Ac- 
counts, if need were. 

But he was the fame Perfon, in a great 
Meaſure, in all the Stages, or Stations of 
his Life; and ſo by what you ſa of him 
ſo long here, you may collect his Conduct 
in other Places. I my ſelf being over in 
thoſe Parts once with him, a pretry Num- 
ber of Years after he had leſt them, ob- 
ſerv'd a more than ordinary Reſpe& and 
Emotion amongſt the People, at the Sight 
of him. 

After about Twelve Years Stay in that 
Country, he removed then, at length, with 
his 
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his Family to London; and after no very 
long Abode there, came and ſettled him- 
ſelf from thence, by an unexpected Provi- 
dence, here at Heydon. What he was in 
this Place, from firſt to laſt, during the 
Space of One and Forty Years he lived 
amongſt you, you, in great Part, do ſuffi- 
ciently know; and in ſome ReſpeCts, again, 
I may be bold to ſay, you know not. 

You cannot indeed, firſt, , but very well 
remember, I mean many of you, what 
manner of Converſation he had amongſt 
you, from his firſt Entrance upon this 
Charge, to his ſo lately leaving it; his 
Zeal, Piety, Chriſtian diligent Performance 
of all the Paſtoral Duties, whether publick 
or private; his moſt eminent Charities, 
whether from his own or other Hands 
and theſe of all Sorts, diſplay'd amongſt 
you : his feeding, cloathing, viſiting, and 
alſo curing, as need was, by a skilful, wor- 


thy Phyſician, the Poor and the Sick a- 


mongſt you; to ſay nothing of his Help- 
fulneſs unto any others: his moſt hearty 


Exhortations at all Times, whether in the 


Church, or out of the Church, in Seqſor, 
or out. of Seaſon, to a good and Chriſtian 
Life: his putting you indeed upon every 
Thing that was agreeable to your holy 
Profeſtion particularly a great and power- 
ful Faith in God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for Grace here, and for ri 

ere- 
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hereaſter; a fix'd and powerful Belief, 
aſter the fulleſt Manner, in the great Cre- 
ator, Redeemer, and SanQifier of the 
World; with all the glorious Things at 
large, Myſteries and Treaſures, that are 
contained within the Verge and Oeconomy 
of the Goſpel ; and what is the Crown of 
all, a Converſation and Spirit that is ſuit- 
able to the whole. | 

His exhorting you to a conſtant Obſer- 
vation of the Church and Sabhath; to the, 
frequenting of the divine Service upon Week- 
Days and Holy-Days, to the beſt of your 
Powers, as well as on the Sundays; the 
Succeſs of which was, more eſpecially of 
late Years, very conſiderable amongſt you 
at the Times it was celebrated; his ex- 
horting you very ſeriouſly to a frequent 
pious Reception of the holy Sacrament, as 
the Epitome or Compendium, the Badge 
and Subſtance, as it were, of our entire 
Religion : to the good ruling and ordering 
of your Children, your. ſending them to 
be catechized, and aſſiſting them in it; 
the being your ſelves ſenſible both of the 
Nature, and the Duty of Confirmation ; 
or the taking of their Baptiſm upon them- 
ſelves ; with the other Ends of that ho] 
Performance; and then endeavouring wit 
himſelf to make them ſenſible of the ſame 
alſo: to the coming early to the Church, 


without a juſt Hindrance, both Forencon 
C and 
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and Afternoon; the behaving your felves 
with Serioaſneff and Reverence in it; with- 
out which you had better indeed come not 
there at all; your attending diligently to 
our Powers, to the whole that is done 
in theſe Aſſemblies, and to the bearing of 
your Chriſtian Parts in it. 

His exhorting you very earneſtly to 
private Prayer as well as publick; and to 
Prayers in your Families, ſo far as you are 
able, as well as publick or private: (and all 
may be able to do more or leſs in this 
way: the Lord's Prayer, ſuppoſe, may with 
eaſe be repeated by the meaneſt or the 
pooreſt Perſon that is; and will be accepted 
alſo, where greater Abilities are not given:) 
to the reading of the Scriptures, and other 
good Boobs; or the hearing them read by 
ſome others; divers of which, from Time 
to Time, he alſo furniſh'd you with: to the 
counſelling or exhorting of one another; and 
to the encouraging of any good, but the 
diſcountenancing or rebuking of any evil 
Was; and not ſuffering Sin, Scandal, or 
Prophaneneſs, to reign in the Wicked 
without Controul : he was for the Laws 
being executed, aſter their true Meaning, 
upon all ſuch. 

His exhorting you to all Juſtice, Tem- 
perance, and Virtue; to Peaceableneſs, 
Forgiveneſs, and Heavenly-mindedneſs ; to 
| a 
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a Contempt indeed of this World, in com- 
pariſon of the next; to Prudence and Di- 
ligence; Quietneſs and Contentedneſs; 
Patience under Afflictions; Truſt in Pro- 
vidence, and a Submiſſion to the Will of 
God in all Things; in fine, to an univerſal 
Kindneſs, Helpfulneſs, and Charity towards 
one another. 

And now remember here again, and con- 
ſider we!) his own Seriouſneſs, Serviceable- 
neſs, and exemplary Life amongſt you ; 
his conſtant ardent Deſires for the Glory 
of God, and the good of Souls; his free 
and powerful way of talking and con- 
verſing with you; the Spring he had al- 
ways 1n him both of divine Thoughts, and 
alſo ſuitable Expreſſions; few, it any, ex- 
ceeded him in this way; and if he exceed- 
ed here at any Time even himſelf, or 
went too far in the Nature of his Admo- 
nitions or Reproofs, it was uſually a pious 
Zeal for Religion, a Fervour in the Behalf 
of true Righteouſneſs, and againſt Ungod- 
lineſs or Sin; ſomething which was amils, 
that was the chief Occaſion of it : Plainneſs, 
and too great Plainneſs, was, he would ſome- 
times ſay, his Character. 

It is more alfo than once, that he hath 
expreſs'd himſelf to this Purpoſe ; That if 
a Friend whom he knew, had a due Pro- 
portion of his own Complexion, and he 
again of his, it would be an Advantage 

C 2 to 


(12) 

to both their Characters: and I am aſſured 
it would be ſuch in the Party that was 
here meant by him. But this is by the by. 
Theſe, and Things of a like kind, I 
mean the whole that hath been ſpoken, 
I dare ſay, you cannot but all very well 
remember : they were noted, I may add, 
and eminent in him; and, I hope, you 
will conſider them accordingly, as the Text 
ſeriouſly exhorts; recollect and obſerye 
them unto the End of your Lives. 

In theſe Ways then he both lived and 
died; they were the ſame in him to the 
very laſt of all, according to his Strength, 
as they were in his foregoing Time. 
When he had a very great Sickneſs, about 
Four Years ſince, he told me what a ſtrong 
Senſe he had upon his Mind, for a till 
ſtricter Performance of his Miniſterial Du- 
ties, if God ſhould be pleaſed to recover 
him from it: And he endeavoured, I am 
aſſur'd, to anſwer that his earneſt Reſo- 
lution. | 

In a Word, you all knew him, nay, all 
his Friends, and the Neighbourhood knew 
him, to be a Perſon of a very ſtrong and 
clear Head; a ſharp and excellent Under- 
ſtanding in Things natural or divine ; of 
great Senſe and Power for either ſpeaking 
or writing; a full and admirable Preacher, 
Expounder, and Exhorter, from —_ 
Des 
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Desk or Pulpit : tho? he did all this gene- 
rally, throughout his whole Life, from 
Heads, and fome general Meditations, and 
not from any ſet or ſtudied Diſcourſes. 
He had a Genius and Preſence both of 
Mind and Body, that in the Time of his 
Health were more than ordinary ; ſuch as 
either at Home or Abroad, would obtain 
a Regard: and he was a skilful Caſuiſt, 
Counſellor, or Adviſer, in Matters out- 
ward or inward, of Conſcience, or of the 
World, to ſuch as had the Trial or Expe- 
rience of him. 

Nor is it fit to paſs in intire Silence, 
the free and pleaſant Part of his Conver- 
ſation, which was alſo highly confiderabl 
as well as that which was ſerious 
pious. 

And theſe, I ſay, are Things that you 
all, in the main, very well knew: I ſhall 
paſs now to ſome that you may not be ſa 
well acquainted with; tho? neither yet I 
believe, are you Strangers wholly unto 
divers of them. 

His Heart, and his Purſe too. was in 
almoſt every good and chriſtian Deſign; 
he was an earneſt Exhortcr unto a due 
Charity upon all extraordinary Briefs; 
he neglected none; but to ſome, belides 
what was publickly given in the Pariſh, 
he hath givea much more afterwards in 
another Way. For an Inſtance oi this, . 
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ſhall only name here one of the Collections 
that we had for the French Proteſtants ; 
to which he gave in the Pariſh Forty Shil- 
lings; but Twenty Pounds afterwards of 
his own Money, in a Way that was more 
private: And ſeveral ſuch like Things as 
theſe, more than I ſhall mention, I have 
known him to do. 

He had a true Senſe indeed upon 
his Mind of all extraordinary Charities 
or Occaſions, as well as ſuch as were more 
ordinary; and conſidered them accordingly. 
It was with great Satisfaction that he ob- 
ferved, a pretty many Years ſince, the 
Societies form'd in London, and in other 
Places, for divers very worthy and Chri- 
ſtian Purpoſes : As, br a publick, legal 
Reformation of Manners ; tor the Promoting 
of Practical and Chriſtian Kpowledge ; for 
raiſing Charity Schools; erecting Libraries; 
and for the Propagation of the Goſpel in Fo- 
reign Parts: he was in to his Power with 
all of them, and more or leſs a Contributor 
unto all. When the Reverend Dr. Bray 
was firſt engaged in the laſt of theſe, by 
himſelf and Friends he furniſh'd out the 
Sum of 2111. for Miſſions, or the Uſe of 
that truly noble, and Evangelical Charity, 
in the Space of Three Years; as I find by 
the Doctor's own Accounts delivered in to 
the Society, or Corporation of Members for 
that Service. He hath ſince aſſiſted in thefe 
1 good 


(15) 

ood Works, and died a . Mem. 

er with one of the Societies that hath been 
mentioned: And if he hath not of late, 
tho? that is more than I well know, con- 
tributed to theſe ſo excellent Societies as 
formerly, or in ſo free a Manner, it was 
not from the Abatement of any Senſe of 
their Worth, or of his own Zeal, but from 
that of his Fortune, from ſome late Acci- 
dents or Occaſions. 

Certain it is, that the Perſons concern'd 
in theſe good Deſigns, he had a ſingular 
Reſpect for; looked upon them ordinarily 
as ſome of the beft Chriſtians we have 
amongſt us; and, in their reſpective Ways, 
as Ornaments and Honours to our Church 
and Nation. 

The Poor or the Diſtreſſed, the Orphan 
or the Priſoner, wherever found, have not, 
on due Occaſions, gone without his Relief. 
He would help them, if poſſible, by him- 
ſelf or others. His being made one of the 
worthy Executors of Gabriel More, Eſq; 
Nephew to the learned Dr. Henry More, 
furniſhed him with many excellent Oppor- 
tunities of doing good, to his high Content- 
ment and Satisfaction: And he was at all 
Times of his Life exceeding liberal, for his 
Circumſtances, of his own Charities as 
well as thoſe of others. 

A learned, but imprudent Clergyman, 
a Friend of his, ſo incumbred himſelf a 
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the Value of 200. Debt, that he was aff 
into Priſon. By his ſole Pains and Activity, 
he raiſed for him, in ſome little Time, in 
divers Parts of the Kingdom, the Sum of 
about 160 l. freed him abſolutely from his 
Debt, and ſent him to the Duties of his 
Cure in Peace. 0 
And as he did this, ſo alſo hath he ſun. 
dry Ways, and in other Reſpects, been 
eminently ſerviceable to many of his Friends; 
as their either Conveniencies or Neceſſities 
required. a Hoo gta 
One Thing more in this Place TI think fit 
to mention; that in doing Kindneſſes, he 
had oſten à great Regard to his Friends 
or Perſons in the other State as well as in 
the preſent; to do Things that he thought 
would pleaſe them, and not the contrary; 
as having a Perſwaſion, that there is a 
nearer Intercourſe between the two Worlds 
than is vulgarly imagined : which minds 
me of a Paſſage in the judicious Mr. 
Mede, that may not perhaps be 1 
to be cited on this Occaſion. It is in his 
Diſcourſe on Lacch. iv. 10. Page 42. And 
one Thing more; If the inviſible Things 
« of God may be learn'd, as St. Paul ſays; 
“ from the Creation of the World; Why 
« may not the inviſible and intelligible 
« World be learned from the Fabrick of 
_« the viſible? The one, it may be, being 
« the Pattern of the other. In the 7 _ 


(17) 
Book of the $917”s n written o 
Dr. More, there are many Paſſages which 
ſeem to favour the preſent Notions; but on 
this I forbeat to inſiſt, ſeeing that, as to 
theſe Matters, every one will take Notice 
of them according to their own judgment 
r nt 
He had an admirable Faculty ſor the 
moving of others in the Ways of Benefi- 
cence; and he had thoſe Arts of Addreſs, 
and of a charitable or religious Eloquence, 
that ſeldom faiPd, more or leſs, of obtain- 
ing their Ends. It was his Talent, I us'd to 
tell him, and what he ſeemed to be pecu- 
llarly fitted for. From ſome equally great, 
and alſo good Perſons, he hath had, upon 
ſome Occaſions, very large Sums, and noble 
Charities. I would here have given Inſtan- 
ces of ſome Donors, that merit a Diſtincti- 
on, if Leave could have been obtained for it. 
His undertaking, by his own Coſt, In- 
duſtry, and Intereſt, or the Contributions 
of others, to reptint ſo many'of the Works 
of that moſt excellent Perſon, Dr. Henry 
More, with their reſpective Schol ia, put 
generally into Exgliſo, was a Work fit for 
tew, if for any indeed, but this ſingular 
Perſon that I here treat of: And however 
fome may pleaſe riot equally to admire the 
Author, or the Task, yet ſhall it be the 
laſting Praiſe of my Priend, and his Re- 
ward tao, is well as Benefit of the Publick, 


that 
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that it was ſo happily attempted; and is 
alſo now, in all ReſpeQs, ſo near finiſhed. 
There are Heaps of Letters - teſtifying an 
uncommon Satisfaction in the Author, and 
his Works; and in this Reverend Perſon; 
for his noble Pains and Atchievement -in 
them. e 
To this I muſt add next, his paying for 
many Years, by himſelf or others, a Cha- 
rity· School; or tor the teaching of Twenty 
Children in this Place; and now, at laſt of 
all, his ſettling it for Poſterity, by a Sum 
of ol. per Annum, and a School Houſe to be 
built for the Service of it: And this again 
artly by his own, but chiefly the acquired 
Bounty of ſome charitable Contributors; 
he at once doing good, preſent and future, 
by thefe Means ; exerciling his own Vir- 
tue, and becoming the happy Inſtrument 
of engaging many others in good Works, of 
which they ſhall never have the leaſt Occa- 
ſion to repent. 
He hath been thought by ſome, that did 
not underſtand him, a Lover of Maney; but, 
if he was fo, it was only to do good with: 
And whereas, again, it hath been thought 
by others, that he was very rich, and was 
like to die ſo; beſides what hath been be- 
fore intimated, his Way and Manner of 
Living, the good Works that he did, and 
the very Circumſtances of his Will, and 
what he left, ſhew ſufficiently the contrary 
unto this Opinion. — _ 
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And indeed it well deſerves here to be 
particularly noted, how dead he was to 
any publick Preferments more than he had. 
Notwithſtanding all the Tntereſt and Pre- 
tences he might have had for ſome Advance- 
ments, in all the late Reigns, he never, to 
my Knowledge, took ſo much as the leaſt 
Step that Way for himſelf. He was in theſe 
Matters far from being a Self-ſeeker ; and 
reſolv'd to be contented with that, which, 
by the Providence of God, he enjoyed: which, 
tho* it was but moderate for his Worth. 
and Degree, yet upon preſenting a Per. 
ſon ina very high Station with ſome Book, 
he pray*d a Friend with Pleaſantneſs to let 
him know, that it came from one that mant. 
ed nothing, deſired nothing, and that would have 
nothing. So far was he from any Attempts 
or Deſires to ſerve himſelf in theſe outward 
Things. * 2 
Having repreſented him hitherto in many 
worthy Inſtances of his Faith and Charity, 
I ſhall touch now upon ſome further Par- 
ticulars, that will alſo deſerve to be conſider'd. 
His great and eminent Eſteem of Dr, 
More and his Works, as it hath been already 
hinted, ſo muſt it be noted by all thar at all 
knew him. The Occaflon of it was this. 
He was always, as I ſaid, of a ſtrong Under- 
N * ſtandipg, 
— — — — — — — — 
* Note, That the Things which more immediately fol- 
low, with ſome Paſſages up and down more, were not dey 


livered at the Preaching of this Diſcourſe ; but only ſueh 
Things as were thought propereſt for the Place. 
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ſtanding, as well as deeply religious; and 
falling once accidentally -upon the Myſtery of 
Goalineſs, written by that great Man, he 
was more than ordinarily ſtruck with man 
of the Paſſages that he obſerv'd init ; whi 
made fo deep an Impreſſion, that he ſoon 
bought the Book, and as carefully peruſed 
it; and thought he met with that Weighti- 
neſs of Deſign and Matter throughout; {6 
much Excellency and Variety of Reaſon, 
Learning, and a divine Senſe; ſuch an Ace 
count of Chriſtianity from firſt tolaſt ; from 
its very Root, as it were, to all its full 
Growth; ſuch a Rationale upon it; the Wiſe 
dom as well as Goodneſs of God in it; that 
he could not but be extremely both pleaſed 
and edified : and from that very Time con- 
tracted a more than ordinary Value for both 
the Work, and its Author; which was af- 
terwards very highly increaſed from his 
other Writings, and that intimate Acquaint- 
ance which he obtained,in Time, to his great 
Satisfaction, with the Author himſelf ; who 
hath been heard to ſay, That he believed none 
of his Readers felt him more, in the greateſt, 
and moſt important Matters, than this our Friend 
did: And that he had wonder d occaſionally 
at the Luckine/s of his Sapacity, as to his true 
Meaning in ſome particular Things. In ſhort, 
he is the Perſon referred to more eſpecially 
in the Doctor's Life, p. 158, 19. 


He 
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He bad a high Eſteem of his Parts and 
Abllities, the Excellency and Uncommon- 
neſs of his Learning and Genius; but it was 
the admitable Senſe of what is perfe& and 
divine, of what is beſt and greateſt, that 
breaths in all his Writings, that he chiefly 
admired; his moſt tranſcendent Senſe of 
God, and all his infinite Works; the moſt 
aſtoniſhing Nature of his Creation and Pro- 
vidence ; the true and abſolute Love he 
bears to the Creatures that he hath made; 
the Harmony of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Juſtice, all in one; the Imitation of his Love 
and perfect Nature, ſo far as we are able, 
in our ſelves; and the fulfilling to the ut» 
moſt that of the. Apoſtle, which is to be 
looked upon but as a Tranſcript of the di- 
vine Goodneſs, Let all your Works be done with 
Charity: Theſe, I ſay, are the Things, with 
the Opening, as he thought, in ſeyeral of his 
Writings, the Treaſures of the divine Provi- 
dence in this, and the upper Worlds, in a 
more than ordinary Manner; his entire Zeal: 

and Sollicitude for the Benefit of the Church, 
and of Mankind; and his fo liyely painting 
out the Corruptions, or Integrity of both: 
his excellent Skill in Prophecies; (a Study 
much more deſerying the Conſideration of 
the pious, eſpecially at this Time of Day, 
than is, I fear, generally to be obſeryed) ind | 
his Accounts from ꝰ em, chiefly in the learned 
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both paſt and future ; with the better admi. 
rable Condition that it ſhall yet in Time at. 
tain to: Theſe, I ſay again, are the great 
Things that he was ſo captivated with in 
this Author; theſe: he lived, breathed, and 
died in; and on theſe Accounts it was, that 
he took ſuch Pains to recommend his un- 
common Works unto all others. 298 

I will obſerve now, that in Virtue of his 
Acquaintance with this Author, and the 
Depth of his own Seriouſneſs in religious 
Matters, I find under his Hand and Seal, March 
12, 1668-9. a moſt ſerious and deliberate Res. 
newal of his Baptiſmal Covenant; with a con- 
ſequent Dedication of himſelf, in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, with all his Powers or Facal- 
ties, to the Service of Gad, and his ever bleſſed 
Redeemer : And I have Reaſon to believe, 
that he never forgot this ſo ſolemn Act, and 
Devatian of himſelf to the Purpoſes of Re. 
ligion, all the Days of his Life. | 

If I have exceeded here, I will be ſhorter 
in ſome other Things that follow. 

He was, as we may perceive by ſome fore-. 
going Accounts, a hearty Lover of our EH 
bliſhed' Church ; however ſome, as is very 
common, might miſtake him in it. The 
Conſtitution, he would ſay, is in it ſelf admi- 
rable, and very truly Chriſtian; it wanted only 
a Spirit of Life and Power, moſt univerſally to 
actuate the ſo excellent Frame we have the 


Happineſs ta be under, 
* He 
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- He lamented the Diviſions that were made 
from it, without, he was perſwaded, any 
truly juſt or ſufficient Cauſe; and was par- 
ticularly concerned, that any of our own 
Church ſhould, by their ill Lives, or un- 
chriſtian Behaviours, in ſo great a Degree 
contribute towards them. 
He had a true Love and Honour ſor all 
the Reformed Churches Abroad; tho? he juſtly 
took em to be leſs perfect than our own: 
but he thought it an ill Uſe made of the 
greater Goodneſs of God to our ſelves, to be 
exalted by it into an unbecoming Slight or 
Contempt of others. He thought not that 
the Zeal or Exceſſes of ſome, with their un- 
chriſtian, as he judg'd, and anchriſtianizing 
Doctrines, whether with Reſpe& to the 
Churches Abroad, or our Diſſenters at Home, 
would ever do the Church of God in general, 
or our own in particular, any real Service. 
Tis another Sort of Spirit, Wiſdom, and 
Charity, that muſt defend Truth, and heal, 
as he conceived, the Breaches of the Church. 

Of all Churches, yet without the leaſt IIl- 
Will, nay, with true Concern and Com paſ- 
ſion towards it, and more eſpecially its ſin- 
cere and well- meaning Members, he had an 
entire Senſe of the moſt deplorable Cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome; its Pride, 
Tyranny, multifarious Errors and Deluſions, 
Cruelty, Idolatry, Superſtition, and the like: 


And whatever Occaſions any Perſons or Sea- 
| ſons 
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ſons might | give them for it, he thought it 
a great DefeCt of ſpiritual Fadgment in ſuch; 
and fo of Life too, as are ready to expreſs a 
better Opinion of Papiſts themſelves, than of 
Presbyterians; as if in Evils or Errors there 
was no Difference; or to take them Church 
for Church, or Error ſor Error, there could 
be any Compariſon; and as if a great Part 
of the Reformation Abroad, for which we 
always have fo juſtly praiſed God, and teſtis 
fied our Reſpects towards it, and which all 
of it, joins harmoniouſly together in rejecting 
the Errors of the Rowan Church, were not 
of this latter Sort. Which I only ſpeak, as 
to ſhew his true Senſe, ſo to create, if 
poſſible, a righter Underſtanding, and alſo 
Spirit in ſome as to theſe Matters. Such 
Extreams as theſe give Advantage, and not 
the contrary, to thoſe whom we diſlike. 

For the Reaſons that have been mention'd, 
and out of a juſt Senſe again of thoſe moſt 
excellent Laws and Liberties we are under 
of all Sorts, he was a hearty Well-willer to, 
and embraced with great for and Thank- 
fulneſs to God, and to his Inſtruments, the 
Deliverance we received at the Revolution; 
and to the after Laws and Settlements upon 
it; in Virtue of which, we have the preſent 
Royal, and Auguſt Family, ſo glarioufly ſe- 
cured, and eſtabliſhed to us. His Majeſty 
| King George had not a more faithful Subje 
living upon Earth: and he wonder d ar, as well 

as 
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as much lamented the moſt unhappy Divi- 
ſions, nay, Rebellious and Diſorders there 
have been amongſt us; wiſhing all, if poſſible, 
moreand more eaſy, as he thought them ſafe 
and happy under his Majeſty's Adminiſtra- 
tion; and that laying aſide all inordinate 
Party-Intereſts, Feuds, or Quarrels, all Per- 
ſons, from the higheſt to the loweſt, would 
endeavour to center in the common Peace 
and Happineſs of the whole. 

The conſciencious Non- juror, or Papiſt 
himſelf, as to his own private Temper, ſo 
far as it may conſiſt with the pick Wiſdom 
and Safety of the Nation, and till they could 
receive a greater Conviction, he was far 
from being any Enemy to; but wiſh'd them 
all due Peace and Happineſs for ever. In a 
bad Senſe, he was far from being a free Think- 
er; in a good one, no Man had a more gene- 
rous, Or enlarged Mind towards God aid 
Man; or, ſo far as Things would bear it, 
a greater Candour, or more truly univerſal 
Charity for all. 

But *cis Time now to come to a Cloſe,in 
my Account of this excellent Perſon: He 
bore all his Illneſſes with much Patience 
and Reſignation of Mind: He had not in- 
deed any mighty Troubles or Preſſures on 
him: God was wery good, and gractous towards 
him, as he would fay himſelf; and ordina— 
rily it wasa tolerable State to him fiom firſt 
to laſt: His Wind and his Strength decreaſed 
gradually, till they wholly lett him: He was 

E q tick 
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quick and ſenſible to the very End : His De- 
fire was to be diſſolv' d, and to be with Chriſt, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; and with all the ex- 
cellent Spirits which are above: He had a 
moſt full Truſt and Peace in God's Mercy, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 
The very Preamble to his Mill doth ſuffici- 
ently expreſs it, which runs thus: - Im- 
« primis, I moſt humbly and earneſtly re- 
« commend rny Soul to our moſt merciful 
« and Almighty God, our faithful Creator 
and Governour; hoping for Pardon and 
« Mercy from him, through the Merits of 
% our glorious and bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt: My Body I commit to the Earth, 
c after the moſt private Manner to be bu- 
« ried; in Hopes of a moſt happy Reſur- 
erection at the Day of Judgment, through 
« the Power and Goodneſs of my Lord and 
„Saviour.“ Yet he was not without a 
great Senſe at the fame Time, and would 
often expreſs it, of his Defects and Infirmi- 
ties: as it is highly obſervable, that the better 
any Perſons are, the greater Senſe uſually 
they have of their Failties or Defetts, He 
would ſeveral Times ſpeak, with great Selt- 
Abaſement, ſuch was his true Chriſtian 
Frame, how much he thought the loweſt 
Place in Heaven to be above his Deſervings. 
When any of you came at any Time to 
ſee him, you know how ready he was al- 
ways to ſpeak ſome god Things, or to offer 
Chriftian Advices to you. He Wer ot 
alt, 
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laſt, in the moſt gentle Manner, from this to 
a better Life; from an aged and infirm Bo- 
dy, to thoſe freer Regions which are above : 
His Death, you all know, was after Dinner 
in his Chair; with little or no Pain or Trou- 
ble on him: And thus he had every way, 
according to his own Deſire, an Euthanaſia, 
or quick and eaſy Releaſe from the Follies, 


Vices, and Confuſions of this, to the Peace 


and Serenity of that future World. 

Let me here add, that the very laſt 
Words he was ever heard to ſay, were theſe : 
We muſt all give an Account of our Conſciences. 

For what concerned his Interment, his ex- 
preſs Order to me in a private Paper was in 
theſe Words: «I earneſtly requeſt my Bro- 
« ther, that I may be buried privately; no 
« Body being invited tothe Funeral: and car- 
« ried to the Church by our poor Men. I de- 
« {ire a plain Deal Coffin black, without any 
Lining, or Bays, without Age, or Name, or 
„Nails, or Hinges:“ citing ſome paſt Exam- 
ples in the Place for it: Which was the 
Cauſe why there was no Sermon by ſome 
other Perſon at his Funeral; and one, 
amongſt others, why I my ſelf made one at 
the Time I did upon this Occaſion. 

To his Charities, while living, he added 
that of near 201. chiefly under his. qwn 
Hand, to be diſtributed to the Poor after 
his Death; having deſigned formerly a great- 
er Sum amongſt them at that Time. 

And now it this late able and very truly 

emi- 
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eminent Paſtor of ydors had, as you way 
conceive, his Pate, or Exceſſes at ſome times 
amongſt you; if he was ſtill a Man, and 
not perfect as an Angel; how are all theſe 
to be drowned, as it were, in that Sea of 
Goodneſs, Piety, and Charity, Which was 
ſo really in him? And how juſtly ought 

e to remember and conſider, with Value and 
Reſpett, his Faith, his Doctrine, and his good. 
4 with the 'Ezd of all theſe, and his 

on #{ation1n'the World. 
here let me only ſuggeſt this: That 
Religion is moſt aſſuredly the moſt ſolemn 
and important, the moſt true and real, 
when rightly underſtood, or elſe the ſtrang- 
eſt and the falſeſt Thing in the World; 
a Cheat, à Bubble, a Mockery, a Nothing 
But if we cannot think this of God, or of 
the Scriptures; of the Reaſon, Conſcience, 
Or profeſſions of Men; of all the beſt, 
wiſeſt, and moſt celebrated Perſons, from 
the Beginning of the World unto this Day; 
if we cannot poſſibly, think it, with Re- 
ſpect to the Evil, or the Good; to this 
Life indeed, or to another: then let us 
ſerioufly eber all the Saints and Mar- 
hyrs that are gone before us; all the ſincere 
Biſhops, Paſtors, or Teachers, that have been 
in the Church: him more particularly, 
whom, as to this Place, we here ſpea k 
of: Whoſe Faith follow, all whoſe Faith, 
Works, and Righteouſneſs aeg e 
5 the End of their Converſations.” 
| . 


